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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:        

Well, I have some news that is kind of 
disappointing for me to have to tell you. It has 
become painfully clear that we won't be able to 
put on The Fire On The Strings festival this year.

The sponsorship isn't there, interest from members 
isn't there, I can't get enough volunteers to commit 
and the board members that work hard can't do it 
all.  

Things just aren't falling into place and I can't risk BABA's future on 
something for which I don't have a good feeling.

However, this isn't bad news. We'll continue bringing in new and
different bands, some bigger name bands; we’ll keep your favorites 
and put on better shows and more workshops.  We have had two 
really good shows this year already and have been focusing on 
keeping up the good work.

Let us know who you would like to see at the shows and we'll work to 
make that happen. 

BABA needs your help. Just like everyone else we are being affected 
by the hard economic times. It has always been a balancing act to 
keep BABA going in the black but in recent months the balance 
hasn't been so good. The shows have been good, the jams have been 
good but the balance sheet has been out of balance.

Your membership and donations are what keeps BABA going. Help 
us keep BABA going. If you aren't a member join. Ask your friends 
& family that enjoy bluegrass to join. Ask your employers if they 
have a donations program for nonprofit groups. Ask your CPA if you 
need a tax deduction (501 c 3 not-for-profit)   Remember we are 
only as strong as our members. Donate what you can when you can.

Keep on picking!

Rick Kirkland



Contributed by Anne Hayden
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A	Great	Player	or	a	Good	Player?
					Why	I	Can	Only	Memorize	Songs
													-A	Tribute	to	Joe	Carr

In	May	2013,	I	wrote	an	article	about	Joe	Carr	and	Camp	Bluegrass,	both	of	which	are	wonderful	
institutions.	One	of	my	main	points	was	that	I	had	had	the	good	fortune	to	experience	a	private	
lesson	from	Joe	on	the	pentatonic	scale.	He	had	allowed	me	to	record	the	lesson,	and	as	I	listened	to	
it	just	yesterday,	tears	fell	down	my	cheeks.	You	see,	Joe	passed	away	this	past	December.	

Here	is	a	link	to	the	touching	obituary	for	Joe:	
http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Joseph-Carr&lc=7490&pid=173485257&mid=6237080

But	some	of	the	kindest	and	truest	words	were	written	by	Nate	Lee,	a	fiddler	extraordinaire	now	
working	in	Nashville,	who	teaches	at	Camp	Bluegrass	and	who,	himself,	was	a	student	of	Joe's	at	
South	Plains	College.	This	is	what	Nate	wrote	on	Facebook	just	after	Joe's	passing:	

Rest in peace, Joe. You taught me so much about music and life. I will always treasure the 
time I spent studying with you, and I will continue to pass your wisdom on to my students. 
Just a few hours ago I was telling someone what you taught me about the difference between 
a great fiddler who doesn't learn the songs for a gig, and a good fiddler who learns every 
kickoff. Your advice has taken me far in life, in so many areas. I will miss you, my friend and 
mentor. Nate Lee. 

After	reading	Nate's	post,	I	was	suddenly	and	finally	at	peace	with	the	fact	that	I	will	never	be	that	
great	mandolin	player;	what	I	will	do,	however	is	memorize	songs	and	simply	enjoy	playing	my	
mandolin,	maybe	even	learning	a	few	kickoffs	along	the	way.

[Nate	is	an	incredible,	talented,	and	patient	teacher	himself,	and	he	gives	fiddle	and	mandolin	
lesions	via	Skype.	Check	his	site	out	at	 .]http://www.thenatelee.com

[Paula	Carr	will	continue	Joe's	tradition	of	giving	a	tuition	scholarship	to	Camp	Bluegrass	for	a	
deserving	youth	who	is	involved	in	BABA.	See	elsewhere	in	this	newsletter	for	more	information.]

Editorial:  Comments about tabling the Fire on the Strings Festival this year.

We still plan to regroup and maybe reconfigure for a smaller festival next year. May is just too soon to 
pull it off, bands aren't much cheaper for one day than for two, and we aren't getting enough volunteers 
or sponsors to pull it off this year. 

I figured out a few years ago that we've REALLY got the hang of that 'not-for-profit' deal, so if the only 
thing a festival accomplishes is to "preserve and promote" the genre as in our mission statement, that's 
good enough. But we can't risk it again so soon after the loss we took on the festival last year. 

We don't want to start charging admission for the shows; we've always been a donations-only event and 
we want to keep that as long as possible. The contests are still on, but at the regular shows in League City. 
Banjo in May, Guitar in June and Mandolin in July. More later!

If we can't be all things to all pickers & grinners, we can still be there for our members and for the 
preservation of the music in the ways that we do best.                                                - JKS

http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Joseph-Carr&lc=7490&pid=173485257&mid=6237080
http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Joseph-Carr&lc=7490&pid=173485257&mid=6237080
http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Joseph-Carr&lc=7490&pid=173485257&mid=6237080
http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Joseph-Carr&lc=7490&pid=173485257&mid=6237080
http://www.thenatelee.com
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GOT KIDS?

GRANDKIDS?

Electrified pals?

Come by the

shop and see

our fine 

electric

instruments

and amps, too.

Starter kits to

professional

grade. Check us out!
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WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT OUT SPONSORS?    PLEASE SUBSIDIZE THEM NOTHING!
WHEN YOU ARE ABLE, AND BE SURE TO THANK THEM FOR SUPPORTING  THE 
BLUEGRASS MUSIC THAT YOU LOVE!
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.

We’ve got to go... see you @ FOTS!D

@
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Beppe Gambetta Guitar Workshop with

gourmet food, great wines and charming

hospitality at Blackbird Farm, Texas.

After years of international touring and 

organizing workshops in different parts 

of the world, Italian guitarist Beppe 

Gambetta has put together a dream work-

shop! Learn from master guitarists in a 

picturesque Texas location while enjoying

gourmet food and wine, casual jamming

in an artistic setting with the luxury of

beautiful accommodations. View our 

website for all the details!

www.BeppeGuitarWorkshop.com
7

 BEPPE GAMBETTA
GUITAR WORKSHOP
 BLACKBIRD FARM
FAYETTEVILLE, TEXAS
   MEMORIAL DAY
  WEEKEND 2015
           WITH

    BRAD DAVIS
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CAMP BLUEGRASS

 

JULY 13-17, 2015

 
 

Instrument    
 

Workshops

 

Directed Jams

 

Open Jams

 

Faculty Concerts 

 

Student Concert

 

 

South Plains College

 

Levelland, Texas

 

 
For more information: campbluegrass.org 

 

 

WHY CAMP BLUEGRASS?

 
 

~One-week residential picking camp

 

~Outstanding faculty

 

~Small classes

 

~Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced 

Classes

 

~Students from everywhere!

 

 

 

 

Banjo

  

Guitar

 

Fiddle

  

Bass

 

Dobro

  

Vocals

 

CAMP BLUEGRASS YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE!!!

Applicant must be under the age of 21.
Applicant must be a member of BABA (family or individual membership).
Scholarship: $470 for tuition (includes instruction and all activities)
Send a letter stating why you would like this scholarship to Anne Hayden,  annehayden@gmail.com

Application Deadline: June 20, 2015
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Stringing You Along

HEY MEMBERS!
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Be sure to stop at the BABA 
table, and get a MEMBER 
door prize ticket.  

We’ve give  great door TWO
prizes each month as part of
your membership - no extra
cost to you. Just get your 
ticket and cross your fingers!

THANKS!

P.S. You can join there, too.

MARCH BAND LINEUP!
HI THERE, BLUEGRASS MUSIC FANS!  Come on out to the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center in League City
on Saturday, February 28 for an evening of  fun and music with some old friends.... and some new ones.

It’s located at 400 West Walker, and we’ll have a stage show that starts at seven PM, jam rooms, food, raffles,
and just a generally good time for pickers and grinners alike.

               7 PM: Texas Old Tyme Bluegrass Band

               8 PM: Bordertown Ramblers   photo to the right

               9 PM: Austin Colony reunion 

We’ll be looking for you!

   
   

YOU KNOW YOU’RE IN TEXAS WHEN.....

...you eat hot chili to cool your mouth off.

...you can say 110 degrees without fainting.

...you learn that a seat belt makes a pretty good branding iron.

...you notice that the best parking spot is determined by shade, 
not by distance.

...hotter water comes from the cold tap than from the hot one.

...you burn your hand opening the car door.

...sunscreen is sold year round, and kept at the front of  the 
checkout counter.

...you realize that asphalt has a liquid state.
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Alan Tompkins from the Bluegrass Heritage Foundation has gotten permission for bluegrass newsletters to 
publish some excellent feature stories on the featured artists at the Lone Star Fest, March 13-14 in Richardson Tx.  
The articles are written by Mario Tarradell, the long-time music critic and award-winning writer formerly of  the 
Dallas Morning News. Many thanks to the author for extending publishing rights, and to Alan for sharing them 
with us. 

SUZY BOGGUSS GETS LUCKY WITH A REFRESHING
HOMAGE TO MERLE

The folkie singer-songwriter takes a breath, returns to the well in preparation 
for her anticipated performance at Lone Star Fest 

     Suzy Bogguss couldn't resist the allure of Merle.  Haggard, that is. 
      Bogguss, best known for her refreshingly folkie spin on traditional and 
contemporary country music, found herself with an itch to record a new album, 
staring at a batch of classic Haggard tunes and caught up in a little bit of 
songwriter's block. 
      “When you've been writing for a while you kind of get into a rut,” she says from 
her home in Nashville. “So it's taking a breath, going back to the melodies I had in 
my head while I was growing up.”
     Bogguss is referring to Lucky, her 2014 homage to Haggard's timeless oeuvre. 
She took a dozen of his standards – Today I Started Loving You Again, The 

Running Kind, I Think I'll Just Stay Here and Drink, Silver Wings, Sing Me Back Home, and many others – and 
refashioned them. In her hands, backed by a studio full of excellent pickers and standout guest vocalists, Bogguss 
takes Haggard out of the honky-tonks and puts him in the coffeehouse and even the elegant jazz club.
      “It's more like a tribute to his writing because it doesn't sound like a Merle record,” says Bogguss. “It's very 
acoustic; it's jazzier. It was something really familiar to me. He was the country side of my dad. Mom was into the 
big band stuff. I was the folkier stuff. Merle was definitely playing on the 8-track in the old car.”
       But Bogguss came close to talking herself out of making Lucky, which she funded via a successful Kickstarter 
campaign and released on her longtime label Loyal Dutchess Records. She hadn't recorded an album of original 
material since 2007's Sweet Danger, and her predecessor to Lucky was 2011's American Folk Songbook, which 
features her renditions of 17 genre hallmarks.
      “I shouldn't do another record of other people's songs,” she remembers thinking. “But I was ready to record and I 
wanted to make a country record and record the best songs I could find. A female could sing these songs just as well 
because they are so universal.”
       Bogguss will be singing Lucky material plus “a few of the hits, a couple of folk songs, perhaps some fun songs,” 
she says, during her performance at Lone Star Fest, the bluegrass-centric festival picking its way into the Doubletree 
Hotel in Richardson, Texas March 13 and 14, 2015. Accompanying Bogguss onstage are upright bassist Charlie 
Chadwick and steel guitarist Chris Scruggs.
      Also on the Lone Star Fest bill were Marty Raybon and Full Circle, The Boxcars, Gold Heart, In Achordance, The 
Herrins, Tiger Alley and Dueling Hearts. Tickets for Lone Star Fest, which is presented by Dallas' Bluegrass 
Heritage Foundation. 
      Throughout her 25-year recording career Bogguss has explored the spectrum of American roots music. She's 
tackled folk, country, jazz, Western swing, bluegrass, even a bit of the blues. Signed to Capitol Nashville in the late 
'80s, her first two albums, 1989's Somewhere Between and 1990's Moment of Truth, presented a promising singer-
songwriter in search of her artistic persona. 
     “I was on the label two years-plus before I ever did an album. They were trying to figure out who Suzy Bogguss 
was.”
      It wasn't until her critical and commercial breakthrough, 1991's stellar Aces, that Bogguss transformed herself 
from melodic newcomer to poignant veteran. It was then Capitol Nashville president and longtime record producer 
Jimmy Bowen that brought Bogguss “Aces,” the heart-tugging folk stunner penned by Cheryl Wheeler, who had 
already enjoyed another huge country hit when Dan Seals took her soul-stirring “Addicted” to No. 1 in 1988. 
     “That is when we bonded,” says Bogguss of her relationship with Bowen. “He gave me the reins and let me make 
those records. He was very accommodating as far as who I wanted to play on those records.”

continued on the next page 10
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SUZY BOGGUS...continued from previous page.

 
     By Mario Tarradell  

7

The Bay Area Bluegrass Association (BABA) was organized in 1986 and incorporated in 1987 under the Texas 
Non-Profit Corporation Act. The primary purpose of  BABA is to preserve, encourage, and promote Bluegrass 
and Bluegrass gospel music as an American art form. BABA promotes Bluegrass through being active in 
community events, fund raisers, festivals, and monthly shows. BABA is a 501(c)(3) tax deductible organization; 
see any Director for information. 

The monthly show is free to the public and features Bluegrass from the local and national scene. The stage show 
begins at 7:00 PM, but pickers are welcome to bring their instruments and come earlier to jam. Tasty, inexpensive 
food is available at the show, and there are raffles, door prizes, and Bluegrass merchandise for sale. This is a ‘no 
alcohol’ event, but there’s plenty of  music and great family fun!

Proceeds from donations, sponsors, memberships, sales, and raffles are used to keep the doors open and the 
regular shows free to the public. They also maintain and replace sound equipment, storage, security, and  expense 
of  keeping the music playing. We thank you for your attendance, your generosity, and your love of  the music.

About BABA
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Aces, the album, defined Bogguss. It introduced a million fans to her creative breadth, not to mention yielded radio 
hits in Nanci Griffith's Outbound Plane, Ian Tyson's Someday Soon, and the lovely Letting Go, co-written by Bogguss' 
husband, Doug Crider. 
      “That record has a lot of the things that I got into more in depth later – those styles of songs, those chords.”
      It is those songs and many others such as Drive South and Hey Cinderella that Bogguss recreates in front of an 
audience. Reproducing recorded cuts into a live performance setting is paramount for her. She strives to keep the 
essence of the songs alive, which is why she has purposely simplified the production values of her last two records. 
      “These songs are easy to break down,” she says. “I want it to be something that I can handle, make the music 
sound like it is supposed to sound.”
      Authenticity in that most intimate setting, when a singer picks up a guitar and steps to the microphone for that 
powerful connection with a room full of admirers, remains crucial for Bogguss. She played 115 shows in 2014, the 
most she's done since 1993. 
      The increased touring comes at a time when Bogguss admits that she's missing certain aspects of her salad days, 
when radio was incessantly playing her songs and she was amassing gold and platinum-selling albums. Those were 
the days when she was flanked with industry hosannas from the Academy of Country Music, the Country Music 
Association and the Grammy Awards. 
      “There are some parts I miss because there were crowds all the time,” she says. “I was seeing my fans more 
frequently. I was collaborating more with musicians. Now I have to put in an effort to make that happen.  But the 
industry thing was very wearing. I would never put down having a machine behind me and getting the records played. 
But that isn't so much my personality.”
      Suzy Bogguss would prefer to focus on the creativity, on the freedom to stare at a batch of revered Merle Haggard 
songs, walk into the recording studio and preserve them for posterity. That's when she really feels lucky. 



Anton “Tony” Ullrich

is celebrating 43 years (1972 - 2015) of  teaching folks in the 
     greater Houston area to play Bluegrass style banjo.

    Your private banjo lessons begin with an introduction to BanjerTab’s
unique approach to creating syncopation (that ‘ahead of  the beat’ bounce)
that you hear in the recordings of  the first generation greats, who had no
other form of  learning than creating their banjo style ‘as they went.’
     Once you’re familiar with BanjerTab, choose the area of  playing you
want to focus on: Scruggs style, full-chord back-up, mid-neck / high-neck
picking, melodic style (fiddle tunes /back-up), or specific songs you have 
always wanted to play.
     The expertise gained through 52 years of  playing and 43 years of  teaching is available
to you now. Choose videotape lessons or come for private lessons in Houston.
     Call 713-785-6655 or fax 713-532-6655

Authorized Deering Banjo Dealer
     Home of the Texas Banjo

anton@banjerproductions.com
      www.5stringbanjer.com

BABA BULLETIN MARCH 2015
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SIGNS & GRAPHICS

409-945-7446 or sales@tntsigns.net
2212 Palmer Hwy, Texas City, TX 77590
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George Franklin 979-417-1280 
george.franklin.b33k@statefarm.com 
Lynn Holbrook 281-486-0657 
lhollbroo@cisco.com 
Before Electricity 
Tom Roberts 713-863-7351 
Brazos River Pickers 

Anna Beavers 281-344-0601 
anna@brazosriverpickers.com 
Buffalo Nickel Bluegrass Band 
Laney Sims 281-242-2383 
laneysims@windstream.net 
Cypress Creek 
Jimmy Pike 713-202-9441 
jlpike1@msn.com 
Cypress Ramblers 
Bill Sincler 713-481-1747 
bill77429@comcast.net 
Greer Family Band 
Lawrence Greer 979-289-9936 
lfgreer@juno.com 
greerfamilyband.com 
Greg English 
830-387-9156 
genglish43@gmail.com 
https://sites.google.com/site/gregenglish43/ 

- "6( ) */ (  - *; "3%4 453*/ (  # "/ % 
Steve Bing 832-433-7914 
stevebingmusic@aol.com 
www.laughinglizardsband.com 
LoneStar Bluegrass Band 
Chris Hirsch 281-491-1680 
chirsch@alltel.net 
www.lonestarbluegrassband.com 
Manchaca All Stars 
Buck Buchanan 512-282-2756 
Cara Cooke 512-280-9104  
manchacaallstars@email.com 
Pine Island Station 
Gary Carter 936-520-2952 
j9carter01@gmail.com 
www.pineislandstation.com 
Hallie Reeves 
Solo Fiddle & Violin Performances 
or with Accompaniment 
713-477-2730 
hallie.reeves@yahoo.com 
Pet Rooster 
Jay Richardson 979-297-2709 
Jay@petrooster.com 
www.petrooster.com 
Shadetree Bluegrass Band 
Ken MacDonnell 281-693-0391 

4065) &3/  45: -& 
Rick Kirkland 281-488-2244 
crk5820@msn.com 
Arvin Holland 713-305-5957 
aholland@texasairservices.com 
Texas Harmony 
Becky Goodwin 281-787-1124 
bluegrassbecky1@aol.com 
The Bluegrass Solution 
Richard Henry 713-937-4253 
Michael Fuller 713-880-2188 
mike@fullersguitar.com 
www.thebluegrasssolution.com 
White Dove 
Glen Beaubouef 832-289-7895 
www.wdgospel.com 
Buddy & Tina Wright Group 
Pat Wright 
buddyandtina@earthlink.net 
www.buddyandtina.com 
8 The BABA Bulletin April 2012 

TALENT INDEX

List your band in the BABA talent 
index. At least one band member 
must be a BABA member. Your 
annual $35 membership includes 
a subscription to the BABA 
Bulletin, and supports the BABA 
and the music! Give us a hand; 
we’ll help find you some fans.
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Almost Heaven
Tony Redding 281-373-1777
Nema Redding 281-910-4395
tonynema@earthlink.net

Billy Bright & Geoff  Union
Geoff  Union 512-563-9821
geoffu@geoffunion.com
http://geoffunion.com/brightunion

 

 
Professional Real Estate Inspectors 

www.spacecityinspections.com 

Ed Fryday 
ASHI, TPREIA, TAREI, ICC, InterNACHI, HAR 

281-636-9419 

texangie55@yahoo.com

CLASS ACTS
  5-String Banjo Lessons
    Beginner - Advanced

  Guitar Lessons
   Beginner - Intermediate

  Recording Studio
Does your child want to learn to 
play? Do YOU? Get started now, 
or improve your current skills. 
       You’ll be glad you did!

 
KERRY JONES  833-545-7261

Out of  the Blue
Bluegrass, Gospel, & Western Swing

Southern Style
Laughing Lizards String Band



Members' names are in alphabetical order 

Endowment Gift Members: 
Phil & Fern Deans, Lisa Maranto

Gold Club Members 
Don & Jan Clark, Mike & Pat Conwell, Ed & Ann Fitchard, J.B. & Nancy Graham, Gerry & Kim 
Herman, Lynn Holbrook, Rick & Shirley Kirkland, Darryl & Tina O'Bryant, Laney & Shannon 
Sims 
Membership in the Gold Club is payable annually. We thank you for your “extra” support.

BABA Lifetime Members: Brad & Dee Alford, Dave Aldrich, Scott & Diana Armstrong, 
Doris Arnett, Chris Bagley, Hubert & Shirley Brasseaux, Cara Cooke, Eric & Kim Corgey, Lyman & 
Annis Cox, Paul & Dana Cutts, Robert & Debi Duke, Bill & Joni Dusenbury, Harry Edwards, Ruth 
Evans, George Franklin, Jason & Alicia Fricke, Ed & Becky Fryday, Mike Fuller, Paul & Lillie Futch, 
John & Jean Gardner, Bill & Geri Gatlin, J.B. & Nancy Graham, Jim & Sharon Greenlee, Doris Grigg, 
Chuck & Mary Pat Gunn, Robert & Elizabeth Hasserd, Tom Harrison, Ron & Anne Hayden, Arvin & 
Sheryl Holland, Sammy & Ottie Holloway, Jan Johnston, Stan Jones, Paul & Linda Kerr, David & 
Colee Littlefield, Pat Lomas, Ken & Wanda MacDonnell, Phil & Cecile Mathers, Paul & Madeline 
McKneely, Faber & Sandy McMullen, Patrick Milligan, Barbara Monroe, Charles & Ellen Orsburn, 
Mike Petitt, Bill & Glenna Pierpont, Norman Ponder, Billy Potts, Tony & Nema Redding, Karl Reid, 
Jack (R.I.P.) & Carol Ritter, Tom & Sandy Roberts, Jonathan & Kristine Samuell, Billy & Terry 
Schmidt, Jerry & Monica Scribner, Gordon Spaulding, O.K. & Sharon Stafford, Bob & Marilyn 
Taylor, James & Laura Taylor, Scott Teven, Charlene Threlkeld, David Towery, Helen Vinson, Viola 
Wakefield, Larry Wenner, Paul Williams.

A BIG BLUEGRASS THANKS!  to our members 

who help keep the music playing every month, and an extra shout out to those who have 
joined as Gold Club, Lifetime, Endowment and Foundation levels. We couldn’t do this
 without all of  you! 

PICK YOUR NEWS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Member:
Ed Fryday
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*********************************************************

Hey folks, “Play It Forward” we’d like to give a shout out to the Bluegrass Heritage Foundation’s ,
a free instrument lending program for young people. It helps foster music literacy and performance 
skills in deserving young people (ages 8-21) by providing no-cost access to the primary bluegrass 
musical instruments such as mandolins, fiddles, banjos, guitars, and resonator guitars. 
The Foundation even maintains a fund for the upkeep and maintenance of  program instruments! If  
you’d like to be a mentor, donate money, donate instruments, or sponsor a youth for the benefits, see 
the website: http://bluegrassheritage.org/play-it-forward-free-youth-instrument-lending-program/
email:      phone: 214-918-0010   Let’s pass this wonderful music on    custserv@BluegrassHeritage.org
to the next generation, too.

Are you going to  this year? April 23-26 in Wilkesboro, North Carolina. I had this notion to MerleFest
give you a list of  performers but there’s a quadzillion of  them! If  I live long enough to retire, this is
on my own bucket list. (By the way, jumping out of  an airplane tied to a bit of  silky fabric is NOT 
on that list anywhere.) See the website for the list; click other tabs to get more details. Where else
can you get Trampled by Turtles  in the same place as Del McCoury and The Sam Bush Band?!
http://merlefest.org/lineup

Saved the best for last?   Bluegrass info and events TX, OK, AR, LA, & MS http://www.pick-n-bow.com/

mailto:custserv@BluegrassHeritage.org


Swap-n-Shop: a free service of the BABA newsletter - for musical instruments and  items 

                  related to bluegrass music. Contact the editor @ bayareabluegrass2@aol.com  

   Wonderful, vintage 
 (1940’s) Kay Bass for 
        sale.    $2,800

 Contact Becky Goodwin, 
             281-787-1124 
              or email
 bluegrassbecky1@aol.com

FOR SALE:FOR SALE: Beginner 
Dobro, and Dulcimer

REDUCED: $250 for the 
Dobro and $100 for the
Dulcimer....firm, final.

Gift idea or learner -
know someone who’d
like to learn to play, but
not spend a fortune for
a starter instrument?

Contact Pat - email
patrh56@gmail.com
or call 281-687-3554
Thanks!
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Bennie See still has a lovely Gibson J-60 rosewood acoustic guitar for sale, but the software
copy/paste finally ate the photo!  As you can guess, while the Editor is willing to do the
newsletter faithfully she is NOT a geek. No matter how much she wants to be one!

Contact information for Bennie is below; you can have him send you a photo if  you’re interested,
right?

Asking price is $1,800.

Email is BSee1@Comcast.net

mailto:BSee1@Comcast.net


Individual Membership:  $35.00 annually  

You’ll become a member of the BABA family and support the free monthly shows & jams. You’ll receive the 

BABA Bulletin Newsletter monthly, admission to workshops at the monthly shows, admission to Bluegrass in the 

Park for BABA members & guest, updates about Bluegrass events in the area, discounts on some bluegrass 

shows in the area – as well as the satisfaction of supporting BABA and Bluegrass Music in Texas. 

Family Membership:  $50.00 annually  

You’ll become a member of the BABA family with all the benefits of the individual membership for you and your 

immediate family. You’ll support the free monthly shows & jams, receive the BABA Bulletin Newsletter monthly, 

get admission to workshops at the monthly shows and admission to Bluegrass in the Park for BABA members & 

guest, get updates about Bluegrass events in the area, discounts on some bluegrass shows in the area - and the 

satisfaction of supporting BABA and Bluegrass Music in Texas. 

Gold Club Membership Individual: $100.00 annually  

Get all the benefits of the individual membership, a Gold Club Membership Name Badge, & a BABA shirt for 

giving that extra support to the BABA family. You’ll become a member of the BABA family and support the free 

monthly shows & jams, receive the BABA Bulletin Newsletter monthly, get admission to workshops at the 

monthly shows, admission to Bluegrass in the Park for BABA members & guest, updates about Bluegrass events 

in the area, discounts on some bluegrass shows in the area - and the satisfaction of supporting BABA a little 

extra. 

Lifetime Member Individual: $350.00  

Get all the benefits of BABA membership for life! You’ll become a member of the BABA family and support the 

free monthly shows & jams, and receive the BABA Bulletin Newsletter monthly. You’ll get admission to 

workshops at the monthly shows, admission to Bluegrass in the Park for BABA members & guest, updates about 

Bluegrass events in the area, discounts on some bluegrass shows in the area - and the satisfaction of supporting 

BABA for life.  

Lifetime Member Family: $500.00  

Get all the benefits of BABA membership for life for you and your immediate family! You’ll become a member of 

the BABA family and support the free monthly shows & jams, and receive the BABA Bulletin Newsletter monthly. 

You’ll get admission to workshops at the monthly shows, admission to Bluegrass in the Park for BABA members 

& guest, updates about Bluegrass events in the area, discounts on some bluegrass shows in the area - and the 

satisfaction of supporting BABA for life.  

 Lifetime Gold Club Membership Individual:  $1000.00 

Get all the benefits of the individual membership, A Gold Club Membership Name Badge, A BABA shirt, and 

knowing that you are giving that extra support to the BABA family. You’ll become a member of the BABA family 

and support the free monthly shows & jams. You’ll receive the BABA Bulletin Newsletter monthly, admission to 

workshops at the monthly shows, admission to Bluegrass in the park for BABA members & guest, updates about 

Bluegrass events in the area, discounts on some bluegrass shows in the area -and the satisfaction of supporting 

BABA ‘above and beyond’.  

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

BABA BULLETIN MARCH 2015

JOIN: at the show, or online 
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WHODUNIT AT THE LAST SHOW?            

 BE SURE TO THANK THEM!

EMCEEBANDS

SET UP & TAKE DOWN SOUND

FOOD TABLE

SLOW JAM
RAFFLE DONATIONS

VACANCY!!

Are you and your bluegrass or bluegrass gospel
band interested in playing at one of  our regular
monthly shows in League City?
We’re always happy to have our regular great
bands for repeat performances, or new groups
to spice things up a bit!
Contact Lynn Holbrook  at 832-584-5575
or email him at rlynnholbrook@gmail.com

O. K. Stafford, Lynn Holbrook, Ray Frame

           Roger Eklund, James Collins

Lynn HolbrookThe Brazos River Pickers
       Southern Style
             Almost Heaven

Roger Eklund
     Ray Frame
          Jerry Akins
          

Shirley Kirkland
     Sandi Cook
          Sheryl Holland

Sharon Stafford
     Shannon Sims
           Debi Duke
          

Laney Sims

MEMBERSHIP

Pauline Eklund

17

Could we put on ANY shows without our volunteers?  Tell them thank you when you pass by one of  ‘em.NO!  
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http://baba123.smugmug.com/Music/BABA-Show-February-21-2015/

PHOTOS from the February show!
See them all at:

18

Thanks to our volunteer photographer, SANDY JONES, for the great photos!

We’ve got it all! Come on down to the Bay Area Bluegrass Association’s show and jam!

The Brazos River Pickers Southern Style Almost Heaven

BIG JAMS MEDIUM JAMS little jams

MA’AM JAMS GRINNERS WONDERFUL SPONSORS!

CLASS ACTS

DIRECTORS & MEMBERS THE NEXT GEN
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Texas Bluegrass Jams & Shows

Combined list from  and  so wherever you are in Bay Area Bluegrass Association Central Texas Bluegrass Association

Southeast to Central Texas, you might just as well bring your instruments because we're going to find you a place to pick 

and jam.  

PLEASE notify us at  if  you find any errors, or have a jam that you'd like changed, added or bayareabluegrass2@aol.com

deleted.  We list by day of  the week, then by town/city.

Mondays
Bluntzer: rd  3  Monday, 2-6 PM, South Texas Bluegrass Gospel Jam, G&H BBQ, 5491 Hwy 624. phone 361-387-4552

Email , stx.bluegrass@gmail.com

 Every Monday 7-9:30 PM, St. Aidan's Episcopal Chruch, 13131 Fry Road. Email , Cypress: tonynema@earthlink.net

phone 281-373-1777
nd th 2  & 4  Mondays, 7 PM, “Monday-in-a-Jam” at Grady's BBQ, 327 E. Kakoma Dr., 78216. Phone Peyton San Antonio:

Starr 210-870-4321 or Sheryl Sultenfuss (no phone listed)

Tuesdays
Llano:

st rd st
 1  & 3  Tuesday, 7 PM, Beginner/Intermediate, 1  Presbyterian Church. Phone Jeff  White 325-248-4114

nd st
 2  Tuesday, All Gospel Jam, 6 PM, 1  Baptist Church. Phone Linda Barton, 830-589-2486Medina:

st
 1  Tuesday, 7-@9 PM at Fuddruckers, 2040 NASA Pkwy, 281-933-1620Nassau Bay:

st rd
 1  & 3  Tuesday, 6:30-9:30, Shulenburg RV Park Clubhouse. Phone Loretta Baumgarten 979-743-4388 or Shulenburg:

Email camp@ShulenburgRVPark.com

Wednesdays
Austin: st

 1  Wednesday, 7-10 PM, Musician's Woodshed, 3698 RR 620 South, Ste. 107, 78738, themusicianswoodshed.com

Houston: each Wednesday, 6-9 PM, at Hickory Hollow, 100 Heights Blvd, Houston (just south of  I 10 on Heights Blvd)

Thursdays
Austin: st rd 1  & 3  Thursdays, 7 PM, Bruce Manbridge's home. Contact Steve Mangold for all Austin Jam info, 512-345-6155

 Every Thursday, 5:30–7:30 PM, Duke's BBQ. Email  , phone 512-869-8076Georgetown: sigi@sigi.us

 Every Thursday, 7 PM, Allie Morvent's House, phone 409-962-5236Groves:

 Every Thursday, 6:30-9 PM, Manchaca Railroad BBQ, FM 1626. Phone Dave 512-680-4433Manchaca:

Fridays
Bandera:

th 4  Friday, 6:30 PM, Silver Sage Corral, east of  Bandera. For info, phone 830-796-4969
st 1  Friday, 6:30 PM, Town Square. For info, phone 903-678-3857Carthage:

  Every Friday, 7-9 PM, Dickinson BBQ, 2111 FM 517 E. Phone 281-534-2500Dickinson:
st th

 1  Friday, begins 11 AM, Hondo Hootenany. Hondo Community Center, 1014 18  St. Phone 830-426-2831Hondo:

 Every Friday, 7 PM show, Fire Hall, FM 1626 (1 mile West of  Manchaca Rd.) Phone 512-282-3600Manchaca:
rd

 3  Friday, 7 PM, Senior Citizen's Center. Phone Skip Doerr 830-966-6362Utopia:
rd

 3  Friday, Slow Jam 5-7 PM, regular jam 7-10 PM, American Legion Post #166, 1402 E. Santa Rosa. Free Victoria:

Admission. Email  or phone Stan Kendrick 361-935-4413 or Gary Moses 361-550-5466crossroadsbluegrass@yahoo.com

Saturdays
  Every Saturday, Texas Opry, no time given, 1720 Sealy, Admission is charged. Phone 281-432-2942Alvin:

nd th
 2  & 4  Saturdays, slow jam 2-4 PM, intermediate 4-6 PM, CTBA sponsored. 3801 Berkman Dr., 78723. Austin:

th4  Saturday, no time listed, Rosedale Baptist Church, 7110 Concord. S.E. Texas Dulcimer Friends. Beaumont: 

Phone 409-866-0848
th4  Saturday, 4 PM jam & 6 PM show Jan through Sept, Coushatte RV Ranch,  Bellville: 

Email  phone 936-697-5949, website coleebiller@aol.com.com, www.TXBluegrassMusic.com

Carrollton: thEvery Saturday March – Nov, 7:30 PM – 1 AM, between Main & State Sts. @ 6  St. 

Phone Jim Miller 972-279-3197 or website www.meetup.com/bluegrass-142
th 4  Saturday, noon - 4PM, Kleb Woods Nature Center, Muschke & Draper Rds. Cypress/Tomball:

Email  or phone 281-373-1777 or 281-910-4396.tonynema@earthlink.net
nd2  Saturday, 11 AM-3 PM, Troy's Music Shop, 4005 Center St. No contact listed.Deer Park: 

nd
2  Saturday, 6 PM April – Nov, Courthouse Square. Email  or Fayetteville: info@texaspickinpark.com

website  www.texaspickinpark.com

DON’T STOP NOW, WE’RE JUST GETTING STARTED! CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.......
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Saturdays continued
st

1  Saturday, 6 PM, Field Creek Music. Field Creek is between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71. Field Creek: 

Phone Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223 
rd

3  Saturday, no time listed, Oakdale Park, Paluxy River Bluegrass Assoc., free stage show, camping encouraged. Glen Rose: 

Phone John Scott 817-525-0558
rd

3  Saturday, 2 -9 PM, Jam & Stage Show. 9 mi. E. of  Luling, Hwy 90. Phone Tony Conyers 512-601-1510 or Harwood: 

512-940-3731
st

1  Saturday, 6 PM, Odd Fellows Hall. Phone 903-889-2783 or 903-566-6650Henderson: 
nd

 2  Saturday, 7:30 PM, Admission charged and not always bluegrass, Houston Folklore Society, Houston:

West University Community Building, 6104 Auden. Phone 281-347-3235
rd3  Saturday, 3-6 PM, Woodland Christian Church, 607 Rogers, North Harris County Dulcimer Society. No phone listed.

 Nothing going on any more. Find a new jam? email the editor at bayareabluegrass2@aol.com Huntington:

3rd Saturday, 5-11 PM jam, 7 PM show, 300 W. Walker St @ the Civic Center, Bay Area Bluegrass Assoc. League City: 

Phone 281-488-2244
th4  Saturday, 1-6 PM, Hwy 29 West. Phone Paula 512-778-5410Liberty Hill: 

st1  Saturday, 6 PM, Field Creek Music. Field Creek is between Llano and Brady on Hwy 71. Llano: 

Phone Bill Tuckness 325-247-3223
th4  Saturday Jan – Oct, 5:30 – 10:30 PM, Bluegrass in the Hill Country Jam, The Badu House. 

Email  info@bluegrassinthehillcountry.org
rd

3  Saturday, 7 PM Show, Lions Community Center, 1201 Louisiana St. Phone 903-935-7023Marshall: 
rd

3  Saturday, 5:30 PM, Community Center. Phone 903-657-3320Minden: 
st

1  Saturday,  IF YOU KNOW of  any others in Montgomery, contact the editor, thanks.Montgomery: CANCELLED!

Email   or phone 936-597-5002mld@consolidated.net
st

1  Saturday, 6 PM-8 PM concert. Brazos River Pickers perform free at Brazos Bend State Park in the Needville: 

amphitheater. Concert is free but usual State Park Entry fees apply. Phone 281-344-0601 or 

website www.brazosriverpickers.com

Odessa: 2nd Saturday, Noon to 6 PM, Jam and potluck dinner for pickers and for grinners (guests welcome): Acoustic only

with exception for bass; Music is Bluegrass, Old Time Country, Gospel and ‘other’. No smoking or alcohol. 4400 Andrews

Highway @ Jesus Connection Church, Odessa  Contact Pete & Claudette Stull, ph: 432-362-6944, 

email: wb7amp@cableone.net

Pearl: st1  Saturday, 1 PM, Pearl Bluegrass Jam & Show. Old School House on FM 183 (not US 183). 7 mi. South of  

Purmela. RV hookups available. Phone Ronald Medart 254-865-6013 or website  www.pearlbluegrass.com
rd3  Saturday, 2-5 PM, Danny Ray's Music, 12 Chisholm Trail. Phone 512-671-8663 or Round Rock: 

website    http://dannyraysmusic.com

4th Saturday, 6:30 PM, Opry House, Hwy 204 (25 mi. SE of  Jacksonville). Phone 903-586-8484 or 409-326-4544Sacul: 
rd3  Saturday, October through March. No time listed. 400 Como St.  Phone 903-885-4078 or 903-885-7063Sulphur Springs: 

nd2  Saturday, 4PM jam & 6 PM show, Oklahoma Community Ctr., Conroe-Huffsmith Rd. off  FM 2978.Tomball: 

 Phone 281-850-1413
th

in case you sneak across the border. 4  Saturday, no time listed, Old South Jamboree, U.S. Hwy 190. Walker, LOUISIANA: 

Phone 504-664-3630

4th Saturday, 7 PM, Opry House. Phone 903-364-2539Wrightright: 

Sundays
Austin: every Sunday, 2 PM, Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto, 78701

nd
 2  Sunday, 2 PM, Heritage Park. South Texas Bluegrass Association, Phone Bill Davis 361-387-4552Corpus Christi:

rd
 3  Sunday, noon to 6 PM, Holy Trinity School, 3750 William D. Tate Ave. Phone 214-542-4402Grapevine:

here’s the rest of the jam and show schedule!  ‘pick’ your favorite......

OK, folks, that’s what we have in our combined list. Remember, that old saying is still true:
            “garbage in, garbage out” 
so if you know of any changes, corrections, deletions or updates, PLEASE notify us at 
                                           bayareabluegrass2@aol.com 
so we can keep the information current and correct. always call before traveling, 
just in case! 20
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http://www.brazosriverpickers.com
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TO ALL FUDDRUCKER’S JAMMERS:
If  you like the Fudd’s jams but haven’t been getting your 
monthly email reminder, shoot us an email request at:
bayareabluegrass2@aol.com. If  you’d like to be added to 
the list, just let us know!

Join us at Fuddrucker’s, NASA Parkway, on the FIRST
TUESDAY of  every month for dinner and jamming.
Turn in a BABA ‘coupon’ and we will receive a percentage
of  your food and drink purchase price as a donation from 
Fudd’s. Great food, great friends, great bluegrass....how
good can it get?! See Rick Kirkland for a coupon at the Jam.

 

The BABA Bulletin would like feedback and Bluegrass articles from our readers. Tidbits or articles can be:
an amusing quote; reviews of festivals or music conventions; behind-the-scenes reports of bands; technical; RV 
and campground reviews; anything that you feel would be of interest to Bluegrass enthusiasts. Articles can span 
more than one issue, and full credit will be given. Original, uncopyrighted work only, please and thank you!

PRESIDENT
Rick Kirkland

VICE-PRESIDENT
Laney Sims

TREASURER
Chris Bagley

SECRETARY
Judy Sturgeon

DIRECTORS
Phil Deans
Travis Posey
Ron Hayden
Arvin Holland
Darryl O’Bryant
Lynn Holbrook
Anne Hayden
Roger Ecklund

WEBMASTER
Travis Posey
tposey123@yahoo.com

EDITOR
bayareabluegrass2@aol.com

BABA INFO
281-488-2244

     BLUEGRASS RADIO WAVES & INTERNET SITES
KNES - FM 99.1 SUN 2-5 PM Fairfield, Carl Conkling
KEOS - FM 89.1 TUES 7-9 PM College Station, John Roths
KPFT - FM 90.1 SUN 4-6 PM Houston, Chris Hirsch
KVLU - FM 91.3 SAT 7-9 PM Beaumont
KOOP - FM 91.7 SUN 10 AM-NOON Austin, Sharon Sandormirsky/
                                                                   Ted Branson/ Rod Moog
KKUS - FM104.1 9-10 AM Tyler, Dave Rousseau
KSHN - FM 99.9 SAT 8:30-10:30 PM Liberty, Roy Bennett
KSYM - FM 90.1 SUN NOON-2 PM San Antonio, Hank Harrison
KJIC - FM 90.5 SAT & SUN 6 AM-6 PM Houston, Believers Bluegrass
KAMU - FM 90.9 SAT 7-8 PM College Station, Dave Higgs (Nashville)
www.bayareabluegrass.org
www.bluegrassdog.com
www.bluegrassheritageradio.com
www.bluegrassmusicjams.com/jam-texas.html
www.centraltexasbluegrass.org
www.cybergrass.com
http://ibma.org   
www.southwestbluegrassclub.org
www.spbgma.com
www.TXBluegrassMusic.com
www.westtexasbluegrasstraditionalmusicassociation.com
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ADVERTISING RATES
        Business Cards
        $50 per year
        $5 per issue
        Quarter Page
        $75 per year
        $10 per issue
        Half  Page
        $150 per year
        $15 per issue
        Full Page
        $300 per year
        $30 per issue

A
d
vertise

   h
ere!

     email for information: 
bayareabluegrass2@aol.com 

http://ibma.org/membership

Support your local

bluegrass music

association. Member-

ships for adults start

at $40 dollars and the

professional single

membership is $75.

Well, maybe a WEST Texas 
rain gauge.


